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BBoobb  aanndd  PPaatt tt yy  SSppeenncceerr   

DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDii rr eecctt oorr ss 

 

AN  INTRODUCTION  
Patty and I are just completing our first month as your 

ñDistrict Directorsò and although many of you know 

us, there are many of you that have no idea who we 

are, or what our vision for the district is.  With that 

said, here we go. 

Patty and I have been married nearly 30 years, raised four children (her two 

and my two) and now enjoy nine grandchildren (8 boys and 1 girl).  Iôve been riding 

motorcycles literally all my life and had my first license to ride on the road at 13, 

which at that time was legal in Alaska for limited horse power.  Iôve had more bikes 

than I can count, ranging from my first, an ñAllstateò moped which I ordered out of  

the Sears & Roebuck catalog, and later a Honda 50cc trail bike, all the way up to 

our current 2003 GL1800 Goldwing.   

Patty has always enjoyed riding with me and after buying our 1999 Valkyrie 

Interstate, we joined GWRRA looking for someone to ride with and Holy Cow!! 

(Chapter I term) did we find someone to ride with!  We joined chapter E in Bellevue 

and have had very few open weekends ever since.  After a lot of encouragement 

by other ladies in our chapter, Patty made the big leap last year. After taking the 

MSF beginner riding course and receiving a lot of coaching, she took and passed 

the test, got her endorsement and now rides her own 2008 Honda 750 Shadow.  

Now, even though she has her endorsement and her own bike, Patty still prefers to 

be my co-rider on the longer rides, and thatôs great as I missed her ñback seat 

drivingòééòturn here, turn there, park over there.ò  I donôt know how I ever got 

around without her on the back. 

As your District Directors, our promise to you is to work hard, keep 

communication open and to keep it fun.  Our ñguiding lightò over the next two years 

will be our association motto, 

ñFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeò 
 

ñFriendsò ï We think the word ñfriendsò should be changed to ñfamilyò.  Weôve met 
and made a lot of friends in GWRRA over the years and youôve all become ñfamilyò 
to us.  Patty and I are committed to getting out and visiting each and every one of 
you.  We want to hear from you personally to learn whatôs working for you and 
what isnôt.      
 

ñFunò ï Weôre all about fun!  I know youôve all said it, as we have, ñWhen it stops 
being fun, Iôm out of here.ò  Patty and I and all of your district staff are keenly 
aware of the importance of having fun.  Weôre busy changing things up.  We are so 
excited about bringing lots of fun to our 30 year anniversary rally in Port Townsend 
next year, as well as adding new and interesting classes to the 2009 Leadership 
Conference in October.  Mike Briggs promises that there will be something for 
everyone and not just for the leadership.  You all will want to attend this year! 
 
 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICT  
 

*** CHANGES ***  
 

Chapter A has a new meeting 

time of 8:30 AM . 
 

Chapter B has a different  

meeting  time and place,  for 

September only .  
 

Chapter s D and V  wonõt have 

their regular meetings in 

September . 
 

*** EVENTS ***  
 

September 4 th - 6 th  will be 

the Idaho District Rally in 

Kamiah.  
 

September 4 th - 7 th  Chapter 

B will h ave the ir  Campout on 

the Ocean .  
 

September 12 th - 13 th  is the 

Veterans Museum Poker Ride . 
 

September 18 th - 20 th  is the 

Chapter P  Oyster Feed in 

Long Beach. 
 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION  
 

District Leadership  

Conference  2009  

Oct ober 10 th  in Buckley 
 

2010 District Rally  

òCruising the  

Olympic Peninsulaó 

July 15 th -17th  

Port Townsend 

http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
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ñSafety and Knowledgeò ï These two are directly related to education, which is really the foundation of how and why we 
thrive as a not-for-profit association.  Our goals in this area are to step up the awareness and encourage participation in 
the Rider Ed Levels Program.  Weôre committed to increasing access to ñon courseò trike, sidecar and trailering education 
as well as more frequent and affordable ARC classes and access to safe, facilitated parking lot practices in a non-
threatening, casual atmosphere. 
 

In closing, Patty and I are honored to be your District Directors.  We are committed to helping you get the most out of 

your GWRRA experience.  To do that, we need your input.  Weôre here to listen and help where we can.  Please donôt 

hesitate to contact us.  Our home phone number is 425-489-9786 and our e-mail address is dd@gwrra-wa.org .   Stay 

Safe and have fun!! 
 

Bob and Patty Spencer 
District Directors 

 

 

 A good example has twice the value of good advice. 
 

 

 

 

JJ oohhnn  aanndd  BBaarr bb  SSmmiitt hh  

AAssssiisstt aanntt   DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDiirr eecctt oorr ss 
 

OUR BIO AND UPDATE  
Well, both Barb and I just returned from the Region I rally in Weiser, ID.  What a 

great time we had with our friends.  During the rally, we actually had our first district 

staff meeting with our new District Directors, Bob and Patty Spencer.  As part of that 

meeting, we all discussed doing a little bio on each of us, so here it goes: 

John works as an executive with a software technology company in the Seattle area managing software development 

for a major container operator in Seattle.  He loves riding motorcycles and traveling, and has traveled to many exotic 

locations such as Panama, the Netherlands, Europe, etc. as part of his work.  John started riding motorcycles as a kid 

(Yamaha 400 Enduro) and rode for several years before getting on with life and moving on.  For many years, he wanted 

to ride, but time, money, kids, etc. left that void unfilled until a later time.  He bought a GoldWing GL-1500 about 6 years 

ago, and 1 week after purchasing it, headed from Seattle to Yellowstone on that First Big Ride.  The motorcycle óbugô was 

back.  He loved it so much, he planned several other trips with folks and joined the local GWRRA chapter in Bellevue 

(WA-E).  There we met a great group of people that share the same interest in riding and having fun.  With the Chapter, 

we went on many different rides, until one day a friend and he headed up to a local motorcycle dealer to test ride a GL-

1800.  The old story ñdonôt ride one unless you are ready to buy itò holds true.  He loved it so much that all he talked about 

for the next month or two was buying one.  He did finally find the bike that we currently own, or should say the bank owns 

but heôs riding on their behalf.  We continue to ride with our chapter and to have FUN with the association and all of the 

people that share this common interest. 

Barb works as an insurance agent with a large insurance company and really didnôt start riding until 5 years ago.  After 

John bought his GL-1500, she took a couple of back seat rides, which were fun, but she got the óbugô.  Barb purchased 

her first motorcycle, a Suzuki Volusia, before taking the motorcycle class and had John ride it home. She spent the next 

couple of weeks mastering the parking lot of our local high school and some of the back roads of the Duvall area (with 

permit, of course).  After taking the motorcycle class and then starting to ride more and more with the Goldwing chapter, 

we went on her First Big Ride, a fun adventure to Banff Canada and Glacier National Park.  Soon she upgraded to the 

larger Suzuki 1500 Boulevard, which she rode for about a year, before making the ultimate purchase (in her eyes) of the 

Harley Street Glide.  Now with more than 50,000 miles of motorcycling under her belt, she spends time riding with friends, 

touring the country, enjoying every moment with her GWRRA family. 

We both are very active in the association as Chapter Directors of WA-E, Chapter Webmaster, Assistant District 

Directors and District Webmaster. We love spending time with our motorcycle friends and just plain having FUN.  That is 

what this is all about. 

Until next monthé Ride it, like you stole it!! 

John and Barb Smith 
Assistant District Directors 

 

mailto:dd@gwrra-wa.org
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GGaarr yy  aanndd  DDiiaannaa  DDoommaass  

AAssssiisstt aanntt   DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDiirr eecctt oorr ss 
 

THIS IS WHO WE ARE  
Hi everybody!  Diana and I are your new Assistant District Directors for Washington 

State, East Side.   

We first got involved in GWRRA in 1993, shortly after I got my first Gold Wing.  It 

was a 1986 SEI 1200.  A friend (Carl Meier) from church was a member of Chapter 

L and invited me to the Benton County Fair Grounds.  There were 100ôs of Gold Wings there and he told me they were 

having a District Rally.  Well needless to say, I was hooked.  He signed us up on the spot.  Since joining Chapter L and 

GWRRA weôve been Chapter Couple, Phone Tree, Assistant Chapter Directors, and Chapter Directors twice.  I am now 

on my third Wing, a 2003 1800, and Diana has a 2000 wing with a MotorTrike conversion. 

Diana has lived in the Tri-Cities all of her life and I came here in 1958 from Missouri.  We have 2 sons and a daughter.  

So far, we have 4 grandsons and another on the way, due sometime around the first of the year.  I just retired from 

Bonneville Power Administration as a substation maintenance electrician last December. 

Weôre looking forward to serving as your Assistant District Directors and hope weôll be meeting as many of you as we 

can. 
 

 Gary and Diana Domas 
Assistant District Directors 

 
 

 

DDaavvee  aanndd  SShheeii llaa  CChhaavveezz  

DDiisstt rr iicctt   EEdduuccaatt oorr ss 
 

YOUR NEW DISTRICT EDUCATOR S 
Sheila and I are very pleased and excited to join the Washington District staff as your 

District Educatoréemphasis on the ñyourò.  While weôre pledged to uphold and support 

the principles and guidelines of the GWRRA, weôre just as pledged to do our best to 

uphold and support youé the membership within the Washington District.  Your safety is of primary importance to us and, 

to the extent that we can, weôll work hard to make sure that Rider Education (RE) programs are available to you and that 

your knowledge of safe riding continues to grow.  Also, we view your RE records as extremely important and weôll do our 

best to preserve them and keep them as current as possible.  

One of our first priorities will be to meet as many of you as possible over the coming months.  We intend to make a 

special effort to schedule some time with each Chapter, through your respective Chapter Educators, for at least one 

gathering to talk about future plans for the District Rider Education Program, as well as sharing some thoughts about the 

RE Levels Program.  

Just to let you know a little about us, Sheila and I joined the GWRRA in January of 2006 and Chapter E, Bellevue a 

very short time later; that makes us relative newcomers to the Gold Wing community.  However, Iôm not a newcomer to 

the world of motorcycles.  With a few intervals of non-riding, Iôve been riding bikes since my teen years.  Take my word for 

ité that was a long time ago!  I was born and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico and started riding when I was 17é no 

helmet and no proper riding gear ï just a jacket and sun glasses most of the time.  Itôs a wonder Iôm still alive! 

Sheila was born in Harlingen, Texas and lived with her family mostly in Houston and later in Albuquerque as well.  Her 

experience in motorcycles came much more recently, courtesy of yours truly.  Today, she embraces the lifestyle and we 

both consider ourselves extremely fortunate to enjoy motorcycling and the quality time afforded together. 

From the beginning of our membership in GWRRA, the friends that weôve made and continue to make has kept us 

energized.   Basically, our family has grown.  Iôve often wondered, ñHow can so many people get along so well and make 

friends so quickly?ò  The answer is easy.  We all share a common interest in motorcycles and the guiding ñmantraò of the 

GWRRA of ñFun, Safety and Knowledgeò makes perfect sense when you ride the sort of motorcycles that we do. 

In the coming months, look for news from us about the RE Levels Program, information about some coming Parking 

Lot Practice (PLP) initiatives and just general safe riding information that may be helpful and reasonably ñeducationalò for 

you. 

Dave and Sheila Chavez 
District Educators 
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MMiikkee  aanndd  LLyynnnn  BBrr iiggggss  

DDiisstt rr iicctt   TTrr aaiinneerr ss 
 

LEADERSHIP 09  
October 10

th
 is the day!  Yes, itôs almost here.  We are so excited to be putting on this 

workshop.  We have many new seminars for you to attend.  Iôd like to tell you a little about 

whatôs happening. 

First off, weôve lowered the price for the workshop.  Pre-registration is just $10.00 a 

person.  What a deal!  For that $10 you get a full day of seminars of your choice, lunch and many great memories.  I donôt 

know where else you can get this kind of value.   

Weôre offering 18 different seminars.  Thatôs an incredible number of seminars.  We have some new seminars that you 

havenôt seen before.  Many of these are aimed at members who may not be as interested in ñleadershipò type seminars.  

These seminars will enhance your daily lives as well as your GWRRA lives.  Good Stuff all the way around.  Weôre 

offering a great selection of leadership seminars as well.  One of our goals is to help our GWRRA leadership (that 

includes staff and interested people) to do their GWRRA ñjobsò better and easier.  Stay tuned to the Washington District 

Website for a listing of all the classes and seminars in the next couple of weeks. http://www.gwrra-wa.org will get you 

there. 

Take a look at the flyer in this newsletter or at the district website.  Fill it out and plan on attending Leadership 09.  

Youôll have fun and learn some cool stuff at the same time. 
 

 Mike and Lynn Briggs 
District Trainer 

 

 

 

JJ oohhnn  aanndd  BBaarr bb  SSmmiitt hh  

DDiisstt rr iicctt   WWeebbmmaasstt eerr ss 
 

IMPORTANCE OF THE CHAPTER WEBSITE  
Over the last couple of weeks, weôve been looking at many of our chaptersô websites 

within the Washington District and, after looking and scouring, have a couple of 

interesting observations.  Many of the chaptersô websites are up-to-date and current; 

thatôs the good news.  There are several others that need updating, and just plain 

have the wrong information listed.  Chapter websites are critical components of attracting new members as they give 

perspective members some insight on what life in a chapter is all about.  Also, for existing members they provide valuable 

information regarding the staff and upcoming events, in the district and within the chapters, and list the chaptersô meeting 

times and places.   If you have old or non-relevant information, now is the time to get your site reviewed and updated.  

Weôve heard from many people that use our district website as a jumping off point to the Washington Chapters, and 

believe me, your chapter website is looked at constantly by people wanting to know whatôs going on in your area.  Some 

chapters may not have webmasters, so may be wondering ñhow can I update it without a webmasterò?  With the software 

tools now readily available (programs like Microsoft Word, Front Page and the like), updating the web is a pretty simple 

thing in todayôs world.  You donôt need to have flashy stuff, just good quality updated and relevant information.  If you need 

a little help, please feel free to drop me a note, and we may be able to help you or at least provide some guidance so your 

chapter webmaster can get your information up-to-date and relevant. 

Remember, cyberspace is open 24/7, 365. 

John and Barb Smith 
District Webmasters 

 
 
 

If you have an apple and I have an apple and we exchange these apples, then you and I will still each 
have one apple. But if you have an idea and I have an idea and we exchange these ideas, then each of 

us will have two ideas.  ~ George Bernard Shaw ~ 
 

http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
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DDaann  aanndd  CCaarr mmeenn  WWeeaakkllaanndd  

DDiisstt rr iicctt   MMeemmbbeerr sshhiipp  CCoooorr ddiinnaatt oorr ss  aanndd  CCoouuppllee  ooff   tt hhee  YYeeaarr  
 

COME JOIN USé 
Here it is September already!  Seems like we waited FOREVER for summer and then 

boom, it arrived with both heat barrels ablazing and now we are easing into Fall 

already! 

Dan and I will be in Kamiah for the Idaho rally when youôre reading this.  We just got back from Weiser and attending 

Region rally.  Dan went on the Migration to Montana and had so much fun (while I was off having fun on a ñgals onlyò ride 

thru the San Juans).  We both had a fabulous time at the rallies and it was great to catch up with old friends. 

The Region Couple of the Year was named while we were in Weiser:  Bud and Peggy Nading, from Wyoming.  Please 

join us in wishing them the very best of success in representing our wonderful region this year and next year when they go 

to Wing Ding to compete for International Couple of the Year. 

Dan and I had the pleasure of staying at the same Bed and Breakfast in Weiser as Alan and Carolyn Little, our current 

International Couple of the Year.  What a wonderful couple!  One can clearly see why they were selected ï they have a 

gracious, caring, fun loving, positive attitude and they are a beautiful couple who have THE nicest matching wardrobe!!!  

They truly give one much to aspire towards!!!  We plan to keep in touch and hope they can swing over our way after Wing 

Ding next year and go to the Washington District Rally with us in Port Townsend ï theyôre very excited about the prospect. 

Weôre hoping to keep the excitement building so that weôll have Couples interested in going forward at our rally next 

year to become WA District Couple of the Year.  Itôs such an honor, and the Selection Process is so easy with the support 

of your friends encouraging you ï please join us in the fun!!! 

As Dan and I have the pleasure of staying on District staff, there isnôt much ñnewò about us and most of you are 

already familiar with us, so weôve skipped the introduction and just thought weôd ñchatò a bité 

How are you doing at encouraging your membership to be involved with chapter activities?  Now that Fall is right 

around the corner and summer riding activities are tucked away in your treasure chest of memories, please be sure to 

take a moment to stop and talk to folks you meet along the way and invite them to join you in the fun.  Invite new 

members to ride with you or to get together.  The caring that was displayed at rallies this summer makes this great big 

family extra special ï we know no limits to numbers!  And remember, itôs not WHAT you ride; it is THAT you ride, so 

encourage all makes and models to join you! 

See you in Buckley in October for Leadership Workshop! 
 

Carmen and Dan Weakland 
District Membership Coordinators 

2008-2009 District Couple of the Year 
 

 

 

 

PPeeggggyy  aanndd  MMiikkee  HHuuddnneell ll   

DDiisstt rr iicctt   VVeennddoorr   CCoooorr ddiinnaatt oorr ss 
 

THE ART OF VENDING  
By now most people already know Mike and I.  Weôve been past Chapter 

Educators, District Trainers, Assistant District Directors, members of the Wings of 

Gold Drill Team and the Washington Trikettes, Chapter Directors, and we just 

recently stepped down as your District Directors.  We have a passion and 

enthusiasm for GWRRA and what it stands for and are thankful for all the friends 

weôve made because of this organization. 

Bob and Patty have asked us to stay on as the Vendor Coordinators for the Washington District Rally. As the Vendor 

Coordinators, weôll be contacting various vendors throughout the region to entice them to come to the District Rally in Port 

Townsend.  If you, or someone you know, would like to be a vendor at the Rally, please contact us through the District 

Website. 
 

Peggy and Mike Hudnell 
District Vendor Coordinators 
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DDeebb  aanndd  CChhuucckk  BBuueell ll   

DDiisstt rr iicctt   TTrr eeaassuurr eerr ss 
 

MEET YOUR NEW  MONEY MANAGERS  
Hello from your new Washington District Treasurers.  Weôre excited to be a part of this 

great and fun staff. 

A little bit about the two of us:  Chuck is a semi-truck driver for a building materials 

company and has worked there for 31 years.  Deb has hung up her keys after driving school bus for 17 years.  Weôve 

been married for 38 years (yes, to each other).  We have 3 children and 7 wonderful grandkids. 

Our first goldwing was a 1990 GL1500.  When the new 1800's came out in 2001, we went to "look" at them.  Deb sat in 

the passenger seat and fell in love with the comfort!  Needless to say we bought one and have enjoyed every mile weôve 

put on it. 

The chapter we call home is WA-I in Olympia, where weôve been Chapter Stores for the past 5 years. Chuck was also 

on the Washington Wings of Gold Drill Team for 5 years.  

Weóre looking forward to serving as Treasurers and to meeting many new friends along the way. 
 

Deb and Chuck Buell 
District Treasurers 

 
 

 
 
 

NEW CHAPTER KICK - OFF 

The most exciting recent news!   The Charter for another Idaho District Chapter, ID G in Twin Falls, has been 

issued by the GWRRA National Office.   Wow!  The ID G Chapter Kick -Off gathering has been scheduled for 

Saturday, September 26, 2009, Pandoraõs Restaurant in Twin Falls, Idaho, at 1:00PM MDT.  Mark your calenda rs ,   

pack your gear now and come to Twin Falls Idaho to  participate in getting this new chapter started in a 

proper way  (you know; get 50/50 tickets, make new friends, and òkick Gold Wing tiresó). 

There are a lot (over 20) members in that area that are exc ited, working hard to get things set up with local 

sight -seeing trips and perhaps a river trip, and anxious to have òtheir ownó chapter locale. For  more informatio n 

concerning the address of the meeting facility in the Twin Falls area, the exact list of th ings to do, and the motels 

and camping areas in Twin Falls, see http://www.gwrra -id.us/idg/images/IDG -Kickoff.pdf  on our website . 

John and Dianne Kester  

Idaho District Directors  
 

WHAT IF é? 
The ñWhat Ifò game can save your life. Rather than being surprised by left-turning cars, skittish deer, or an old couch in 

the middle of the road, use your imagination to predict possible hazards and then take measures to minimize them. 

¶ You see a car parked on the shoulder. ñWhat if itôs not parked, and is actually about to do a U-turn?ò 

¶ You pass an open gate in front of a farmhouse: ñWhat if all the cows got out?ò 

¶ Rounding a corner in the mountains, you see little scraps of tire carcass on the road. ñWhat if thereôs a broken-

down semi in my lane around this corner?ò 

¶ Riding along a road littered with dead deer: ñWhat if there are more waiting to cross?ò   

¶ Play the ñWhat Ifò game continuously as you ride, imagine what could happen and how you would react to it, 

visualize yourself avoiding the hazard, and keep the rubber side down. 

I remember reading about a motorcyclist who was passing under a railroad trestle bridge out west somewhere. A dog 

crossing the bridge fell through and struck the moving motorcycle. The rider died.  Truth can be stranger than fiction. Use 

your imagination - play the ñWhat Ifò game and outsmart all the hazards that life throws your way, even the unusual ones 

thaté   ñéwould NEVER happen to me.ò 

By Joe and Judy Pirillo, Iowa Senior District Educators 
From http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/ChapterTalks.html 

 

http://www.gwrra-id.us/idg/images/IDG-Kickoff.pdf
http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/ChapterTalks.html

