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MMiikkee  aanndd  PPeeggggyy  HHuuddnneell ll   

DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDii rr eecctt oorr ss 

 

PREPARING FOR CHANGE 
In todayôs world, change is constant. Technology 
seems to be on the move faster than ever before. 
Television has gone high definition and does anyone 
remember what a record album is? It seems just a 
short time ago change was something that people often resisted because they 
liked the way things were. Now they look forward to it. I guess things have 
changed and will continue to do so. 

Last year I was approached by a person, whose opinion I respect very much, 

asking how long are you going to be the Director. I said I wasnôt sure because I 

had been tasked with several things to accomplish and getting it done in a short 

period might be difficult. I was told that he felt I was going to do everything I 

needed to and probably more. Looking back I think he was right. But the letter ñIò 

does not appear in the word team. And that is where the credit lies. To a team of 

people who accepted a direction, knew fun was important and service to the 

membership was the top priority. 

So here is what I was challenged to accomplish. Get the chapter directors 

more involved in the District operations. Get the District back onto its feet in the 

area of finances. Open the lines of communication and train your replacement. Oh 

by the way, I want you to do this in a year. That is what my appointing Officer said 

to me. Not exactly in those words but you get the point. 

When I served as a chapter director I had a philosophy. When making a 

decision for the chapter, I needed to know two things. Was it good for the chapter 

and the membership of the district? If I could answer those two questions with a 

yes, then it was the right choice.  

I applied this style to managing the District as well. Most of my immediate 

staff were people that were chosen to fill a given position. One was contacted 

about something else and when they heard my ideas about change, they 

volunteered. I asked another about something else and found out their specialty 

was completely different. In all cases, it was good for the District and good for the 

membership of the Region.  So here we are.  Ready for change. 

In July, Peggy and I will be completing our tenure as District Directors. Some 

of you may have known already that this was going to happen. This is just the first 

time itôs been put into print. Because of the membership, we accomplished all the 

assigned tasks in just ten short months. You, the membership, embraced our 

direction and focus and change took its own course. We stayed past our first year 

to make sure our replacement was trained in year-end reporting. Well, weôre done.  

We truly hope you plan on being at the District Rally in Lynden. We want to 

say thank you to each of you in person with a handshake or hug, or both. Without 

your support none of what we described could have happened. Without the work of 

our immediate staff we couldnôt have accomplished a single thing. These people 

are the best of the best. The work they do is second to none. They have become 

close friends, and serving you by their side is truly an honor. We know in the future 

you will see more of their work as change takes place for them also. 

Around the District  
 

*** CHANGES ***  
 

Chapter C  has new CDs, Tad and 

Kim Olafson . When you see them 

at rallies or their gathering, be 

sure to congratulate and wish 

them well.  
 

*** EVENTS ***  
 

June 5 th - 7th  Chapter R will host 

the  Blue Mountain Rendezvous in 

Milton -Freewater, OR . 
 

June 6 th  you can join Chapter H  

for the annual Farmerõs Parade in 

Lynden. 
 

June 1 3 th  Chapter D  wil l hold 

the infamous Duck Hunt, starting 

at Beacon School in Montesano. 
 

June 18 th - 20 th  Oregon District 

Rally is Happening in Prineville, in 

the eastern Oregon mountains. 
 

June 20 th  Chapter X will host 

the ir  Disabled Veterans Benefit 

Ride, starting at Wingmanõs in 

Portland, OR.  

 

June 25 th - 27 th  is the Wyoming 

District Rally in Cheyenne, on the 

way to Wing Ding . 
 

Flyers and registration forms 
are available at the District 
Website: www.gwrra-wa.org. 

Under Construction  
 

Washington District  Rally 

Lynden WA , July 16 th  - 19th  
 

Rally to Rally Road Trip  

Lynden WA to Hamilton MT  

July 20 th  ð 23 rd   
 

Montana District Rally  

Hamilton MT, July 23 rd  ð 25 th   

http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
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Thank you for your support and for being part of our extended family. Youôve made our treasure chest overflow time 

and again. Thank you! 
Mike and Peggy Hudnell 

District Directors 

 
 

HHaannkk  aanndd  MMaarr ii llyynn  SSmmiitt hh  

AAssssiisstt aanntt   DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDiirr eecctt oorr ss 
 

CALL 
My 2009 Monthly Monitor GWRRA calendar tells me that June 21

st
 is the first day of summer.  

Thatôs also Fatherôs Day and the last day of the Oregon District Rally.  All this means it should 

be nice riding home from Prineville. 

It also means itôs time to start RIDING to other chaptersô gatherings.  So I thought Iôd get 

an early start on this, and Marilyn told me I could, so I went to the District Website, clicked on District Chapters and found 

a chapter that was having a gathering that weekend.  It also gave me the CDôs name and phone number, where and when 

the gathering was and also a map.  So I am ready to ride.   

Off I go and itôs a great ride; even got to try out my new rain gear.  I get to the place where the gathering is to be 

held, almost on time (lost once, no GPS), and there is a gathering of ONE - me.  I found out later that the gathering had 

been cancelled because the chapter was doing something else that day.  I also found out they are on their SUMMER time 

schedule, which is an hour earlier. 

If Iôd called to let them know I was coming, I wouldnôt have gotten to try out my new rain gear.  So, if you are going to 

visit another chapterôs gathering, call and make sure itôs on.  Also, if youôre taking a group, they really need that call so 

they can let the people doing the meal know.  A call also will make sure the chapter mascot will be there for the taking if 

you have five members. 

Did I tell you WA-R has three other chaptersô mascots? 

Hank and Marilyn Smith 
Assistant District Directors 

 
 

 
 

 

 

BBoobb  aanndd  PPaatt tt yy  SSppeenncceerr   

AAssssiisstt aanntt   DDiisstt rr iicctt   DDiirr eecctt oorr ss  
 

GOLD WINGS, FOOD, CLASSIC CARS, FUN, RASPBERRIES AND MORE FOOD!  
Recently, Bob Thurgood and I made a trip to Lynden to finalize a few things for our upcoming 

Rally next month.  Our goal was to close up some of the loose ends, like making sure we donôt 

run out of ice like last year and making sure we had a secure area for the bike show and other 

activities that we are planning.  After meeting with the Chamber of Commerce Iôm more excited 

than ever!  Weôre fortunate again this year to be in Lynden at the same time as the ñRaspberry Festivalò which brings a lot 

of fun things to do in the downtown area.   
The ñmain dragò i.e. ñFront Streetò will be closed from 10

th
 St to 3

rd
 St to make way for lots of food and arts & crafts 

vendors, a classic car show (they expect over 200 cars this year) and a ñ3 on 3ò basketball tournament.  The city is 

providing the free tractor-pulled trolley service again this year, which will take you back and forth from the fairgrounds to 

downtown so all you ñWalk Aboutò fans will have plenty of energy to find all the letters youôll need. 

And food!  Did I mention food?  Mmmmmm, all those food vendors!  Donôt forget to have a raspberry sundae before 

you return to the fairgrounds!  With all we have going on at our rally including the bike show downtown in conjunction with 

the classic car show on Saturday, the talent show, light parade and light show on Friday night and all the open riding time 

on Friday and Saturday, how could you even consider missing all this fun.  Get yourself registered for the ñDistrict Rallyò 

and come up and join us on July 16
th
, 17

th
 and 18

th
.   It just wonôt be the same without you! 

Bob and Patty Spencer 
Assistant District Directors 

Happy Father¬s Day 
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JJ iimm  aanndd  PPaamm  SSwwaarr tt   

DDiisstt rr iicctt   EEdduuccaatt oorr ss  
 

A REMINDER FROM YOUR DISTRICT EDUCATORS  
Hi everyone, just a personal note:  With summer coming on fast, everyone should be getting 

their bikes dusted off and T-CLOCs checked and double checked (preferably by more than 

one set of eyes, ócause we all know more is better, especially when it comes to our safety). 

With the Safe miles challenge this year, we should all have written down our mileage and 

passed that information on to our Chapter Educators.  

Now that youôve done all this, get with your Chapter Educator and check that your levels information is correct.  

Sometimes information gets lost in the shuffle of life, and corrections are not made when they should have been.  After all, 

weôre only human, and humans are not infallible.  You may be eligible for the next level (perhaps Master Tour Rider), but 

because you didnôt check and verify the information, you may not know it. 

Hopefully the long cold days of winter havenôt made your reflexes too slow, but just to be sure, it never hurts to just 

go to a local store parking lot (preferably one where the store is closed, or has very few cars in it) and practice making 

smaller and smaller circles, both right and left.  Making emergency stops, making left turns from a stop, and making right 

turns from a stop.  Once youôve become comfortable with your bike again, talk the better half into getting on and do it all 

again.  Remember, our co-riders also need to get used to riding again and need to start getting accustomed to longer and 

longer rides. 

Letôs all Ride safe and watch out for each other. (And especially watch out for those who do not watch for us.) 

See ya on the road. 

Jim and Pam Swart 

District Educators 
 
 

 

 

MMiikkee  aanndd  LLyynnnn  BBrr iiggggss  

DDiisstt rr iicctt   TTrr aaiinneerr ss 
 

TO FRIEND OR NOT TO FRIEND, THAT IS THE QUESTION!  
Huh?  What the heck is he saying?  Well, Iôm talking about Facebook!  Yes, I know, itôs that 

thing for kids that they spend way too much time looking at and posting.  Iôm here to tell you 

that itôs not just for that young-uns.  You too can Facebook and it doesnôt take a whole lot of 

time; it will keep you in touch with the GWRRA world and your GW friends.  Iôve heard several 

stories about getting back in touch with relatives (it happened to me and my cousin in Michigan).  So just how does it 

work?  Iôm going to try to give you a quick rundown on how you can try it out for yourself. 

First, you need to signup.  Itôs free; you just go to the site and fill in the blanks.  Itôs the standard stuff, name, email 

address, and birth date.  They want your birth date so your age can be validated; thereôs a minimum age for members.  

Oh ya, you need to come up with a password.  So far, pretty standard stuff. 

Second, youôll need to start building your profile.  This area includes items about you.  You can elect not to give any 

information and thatôs fine.  Most people donôt want to give out personal information.  Most of the information is pretty 

basic; married or not, interests, activities, favorite TV shows, books, maybe a ñprofileò picture and so forth.  You get to 

decide whatôs right for you here.   

The next thing you need to do is to look for ñfriendsò, that is, people you know are on Facebook already.  The easiest 

way to do this is to type in their email address or name and see what pops up.  Remember, there are a lot John Smiths 

out there, make sure you have the right oneéé.  After you have a few friends, Facebook will ñsuggestò friends from your 

new friends list.  These are called mutual friends.  Things just start building from there.  There are fan sites, musical 

groups, restaurants, more groups than you can imagine.  GWRRA has a fan site and even districts and chapters are 

starting to have a presence. 

Now, you can start posting.  Whatôs that you ask?  Well, you can type in a line or two, upload a photo album, a video, 

play games with others, including your friends and it just keeps growing. 
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So, why do we do this?  Simply put, it helps you quickly stay in touch in todayôs busy world.  Anything a friend posts 

will show on your ñwallò.  You might call the wall your ñhome pageò.  So if your chapter has a Facebook presence, 

anything thatôs posted you will see.  Upcoming rides and so forth are called events.  In addition, photos and video can be 

uploaded so you can see what the chapter or your friend is doing even if you canôt be a part of it.  A great example that 

comes to mind is a family in our home chapter was on vacation on the Oregon coast recently, and Lynn and I were able to 

see pictures and videos of them camping and enjoying their vacation.  If you have a Smartphone, there are applications 

that allow you to upload instantly to Facebook.   

If all of this seems a bit mind boggling, donôt worry, weôre planning a Facebook seminar at this fallôs Leadership 

Training Workshop.  So, if you have an interest, come on out and weôll walk you through the whole thing.  If you have 

questions, would like to get on Facebook, or start a fan page for your chapter, feel free to email me at 

mlbriggs60@comcast.net.  Better yet, friend me on Facebook and we can stay in touch. 
 

 Mike Briggs 
District Trainer 

 
 

 
 

THE FINAL TOUCHES  

When involved with a major project, have you ever wondered when the final touches would be completed?  Me too! 

We had a staff meeting this past weekend, and let me tell you, the work never stops.  Okay, it did for a lit tle BBQ 

and then we went back at it.  The final touches , however, are a ways away yet.  

Being back in Lynden this year and attached to the Raspberry Festival takes plenty of time and planning.  The 

parade planning is under way, as is the joint venture of our motorcycle show with the Car Show of the Raspberry 

Festival.  We have a team of workers this year on the job, with Bob Thurgood and Bob Spencer, and waiting 

patiently in the wings is Mike White, Chapter Director of WA -B, to make sure this yearõs show runs very smoothly.  

The fairgrounds this year will be as busy as it was last year.  Weõre not the only ones taking advantage of this 

great facility.  There will be the Circus, Dog Show and other activities, all going on at the same time.  Your 

cooperation is a ppreciated with all those activities.  

A reminder: the deadline for pre -registration for ordering your shirts is the 1 st  of June.  If you didnõt order 

your shirts this way, they wonõt be available at the rally.  Also, the registration for the Montana Migration is open 

until the rally but you need to preorder your shirts.  You guessed it, not available at the rally!  But what õs available 

is lots of fun, riding, relaxation, riding and fun!  I look forward to seeing all of you there.  

There are a few surpris es in the making and I know you wonõt want to miss them.  Something you havenõt seen 

before and something you have, but you will want to see it again!  Iõm pretty sure it will have you energized. 
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Now Iõve talked about lots of fun but weõll get some work done also.  As always, there will be a CD meeting with 

me where we get to chat about things in planning.  There will also be a òturn inó of all guidebooks that are out of 

date.  In return, Iõll give you a brand new one, hot off the press, in its place.  So yes, you need to bring your 

guidebook to the rally so you can take a brand new one home.  The forms in the guidebook are out of date and weõre 

still seeing them submitted for year -end reporting.  

Last I need to share with you that despite the state of the econom y, weõre ahead of last year in pre-

registrations and theyõre coming in at a steady rate.  This is a direct result of all of you enjoying the return to 

focusing on family - our Gold Wing family that we do not get to see every day. The handshakes and hugs ar e waiting 

to be given and received.  Enjoy the rally, but most of all, enjoy the time spent with friends you may only see when 

itõs rally time.  

Mike and Peggy 

District Directors  
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2009 EVENT SCHEDULE  
 

JUNE  

5- 7 WA - R Blue Mountain Rendezvous 

6    WA - H Farmerõs Parade in Lynden 

13   WA - D Duck Hunt in Aberdeen  

18- 20 OR District Rally in Prineville  

20   WA - X DAV Ride from Portland  

25- 27 WY District Rally in Cheyenne 
 

JULY  

1    Wing Ding Couple of the Year Selection  

2- 5 Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, OK 

11   WA - A Mystery Ride from Renton  

16- 19 WA District Rally in Lynden 

20- 23 WA District Rally-to -Rally Road Trip  

23- 25 MT District Rally in Hamilton  

25   WA - Q Hereõs Your Sign Ride from Puyallup 

31- 3Aug Region J Rally in Maple Ridge, BC 

 
(This schedule is subject to change, so please check on the 
websites for current information.)  
 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

1    WA - B Harvest Run from Bremerton  

8- 9 WA - O Whale of a Picnic  

13- 15 Region I Rally in Weiser, ID  

16   WA - Q Rogers HS Show at Puyallup  

22- 23 WA - Z Poker Run and Campout in Centralia 

29   WA - X Poker Run from  Vancouver 
 

SEPTEMBER 

4- 6  ID District Rally in Kamiah 

4- 7  WA - B Campout at the Ocean  

12- 13 Veterans Museum Poker Ride 

18- 20 WA - P Oyster Feed at L ong Beach 
 

OCTOBER 

10   District Leadership Conference in Buckley  

23- 25 WA - F All Motorcycle Mall Show  

24   WA - Q Halloween Dance in Fife  
 

NOVEMBER 

11   WA - B Veteransõ Day 
 

DECEMBER 

12   WA - D Festival of Lights in Montesano  
 

 

 

 
 

HHHaaappppppyyy    BBBiii rrrttthhhdddaaayyy    tttooo   CCChhhaaapppttteeerrrsss   FFF,,,   III,,,   OOO   aaannnddd   XXX   

TTThhheeeyyy    wwwiii lll lll    bbbeee   222999,,,   222777 ,,,   111999   aaannnddd   222   rrreeessspppeeecccttt iii vvveeelll yyy !!!   
 


