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DISTRICT DIRECTORS
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Gdd Wing Road Riders Association
We welcome all riders, no matter what make or model you ride!

Well, August is about over and it has been busy. Maxine and | celebrated
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to Wing Ding.

We hope all of you have a safe trip at the Wing Ding and we will see you there.
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Garry and Maxine Alexander
WA-District Director
gwvit68c@gmail.com
253-677-7812
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ASSISTANT DISTRICT DIRECTORS

Cliques

Hi All,

This month | wish to talk about Cliques.

| have been part of the problem and

know firsthand how it can hurt a

chapter and its members. Too many
timesg S R2Yy Qi S@Sy NBI
doing it. How many times have you
attended a gathering and seen or been part of all the officers sitting

at the same table. Again | have to put my own hand up. Put yourself
AY F ySé YSYOSNE 2N @gAaiiz2NDna
you feel if you seen this and you then had to sit by yourself? | know

if | was not invited to sit with friendly members | would not wish to
come back. We have to remember we only get one chance to make
the right impression to hook new members. We also need to
remember the visitors and our own members that come to gathers

to make them all feel welcome and invite them to come back.

"Not surprisingly, gentlemen, the eyes have it."

For more on this read the article | found by Jack Wagner below as it really makes you think and the next
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Bob & Becky Minor
Region MEC, WA Asst. District Director and WA chapter B Director

You've Got Cliques i Now What?

Cliques can cause new or prospective members to feel unwelcome or make other members feel left out. If we
recognized that we have cliques in our chapters, we have taken the first major step in rectifying the issue. Until
we recognize there is a problem, we can't do anything to resolve it. There's nothing wrong with friends sitting or
riding with friends, but if it becomes an exclusive club, then it can build barriers alienating others. So what
actions can we take?

1. Encourage interaction ¢ make all members feel that their input is important. Stress that broad input makes for
a better environment for everyone, and that comments from limited sources aren't always helpful.

2. Involve the 'kingpins' ¢ every clique has an informal 'Grand Poobah'; someone who is considered the informal
leader. Seek assistance from this person to help get others to open up and feel included rather than excluded.
This person can become a real force for the benefit of the chapter.

3. Mix things up ¢ use different methods to rearrange seating and encourage interaction. Have activities where
seating selection is random. If people feel the selection is completely arbitrary with no particular agenda they
are more likely to participate.




4. Inject new blood ¢ sometimes the injection of a new, strong personality into the group may break up the
existing hierarchy. However it can also make it worse. Monitor the group to insure things are progressing as
desired.

5. Reward inclusion ¢ one way to discourage exclusion is to encourage and reward inclusion. Highlight examples
of members working together.

6. Sit with the clique ¢ having an 'outsider’ sit with the clique once in a
while signals that others are welcome to join them. You can gain their
confidence by expressing an interest in their opinions and interests.
Eventually your presence will be welcome rather than viewed as an
intrusion. Then you can invite others to join you. It takes time, but
before you know it the clique has evolved into a fun and productive
chapter.

Your request to join is being reviewea | WSYSYOSNI 2dzNJ a2iéii2 4GCNRASYR&A T2 N Cdzg

by the group moderator!

By: Jack Wagner




ASSISTANDISTRICT DIRECTORS
Jesse and Eva Valentine

On the way to Wing Ding. Ride safely.

Thank you and letQ have some good times,
Jesse Valentine



Rider Educator

Dennis and Terry Black

RIDER EDUCATION

In preparation for Wing Ding 38 travels, remember that it is advisable to get all of your major maintenance

completed 2 weeks prior to your take off date. This includes oil changes, unless you have made arrangements to

get it done on the road, or are prepared to do it on the road. Check out all of your emergency supplies and give

them a good once over. Tire repair, 1% aid kit etc, now is the time to find out something is wrong with it, before

you need it. Update all of your emergency information and make sure you leave an itinerary with a family

member and check in every day.

Most of us ride within the posted speed limit, but for those times that we do not, and get caught, here are a
couple of suggestions to receive a verbal warning over a ticket.

1)

2)

If you know they are going to pull you over, pull over as soon as safely possible, do not make them chase

you down for several miles.

If in a car or truck, turn off the engine, turn on your dome light (at night), turn off your radio and roll

down your windows. Keep your hands on the steering wheel. Do not move around a lot to get out your
RNRAOSNRAE fAO0SyasSy NBIAAGNIGA2Y 2N AyadaNF yOS 60K:¢
radio, CB, open your visor and place your hands on the handle bars.
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their intelligence.
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Be respectful, and obey what they ask you to do.

| have suggested what to do when passing a Simi-truck, but not what to do when they are passing you.

1)

1% off, decide if you are going to let them pass you, or are you going accelerate ahead and stay in front
of them. Do not make this decision when they have already passed you by more than 25%. If the cab of
the truck is past you, let them go. Or, if there is an open lane to your right, move over.

Stay in your current lane position and at your current speed. They know where you were when they
started to pass you. If you change lane position, you may have placed yourself further into their blind
ALR G-BEAPYEE D hNJ G§KS& 4 At thytoffind gb8in thied blitd koheSinstSatt af NJ
where they think you should be. If you see something that is unsafe or make you severely
uncomfortable, then by all means, roll off the throttle a little and allow the truck to pass you by at least
2 full truck lengths before you move over.
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3) Expect a different kind of air buffeting as the truck passes you. We know what it feels like to pass them,
but it is a different experience when they pass you. There are also several companies using different
types of cowlings that move the air differently.
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Dennis & Terri Black




Membership Enhancement
Program

Does Your Chapter Have Cliques & Can
They Hurt Your Chapter?

Does your chapter have a problem with cliques within the membership? Before you answer think
about your last Chapter Gather. Who did you sit with, was it the same people you sit with the month
before? Do you know who is going to sit with who as you see your fellow members arrive in the parking
lot as you arrive? We have all been guilty of this at one time or another, me included.

| read a really good article by Jack Wagner. It talks about cliques in GWRRA Chapters. It raises
the question, can they hurt the Chapter and if they do what can you as a leader or concerned member do?
That got me to thinking back at when | was first invited to a Chapter Gathering in 2004. When | showed
up the room was pretty loud with talk and laughter. There was some kind of ticket sales going on and
lots of people sitting and standing around in groups. | felt very much out of place. No one even
acknowledge that | was in the room. After about 10 minutes I left my corner of the room and started for
the door. Keep in mind | was starting to get very upset at myself letting myself get talked into coming to
a GWRRA meeting. No one talked to me in the parking lot, no one talked to me in the room up to that
point so | figured this motorcycle club was just like all the other clubs | was checking out. You see | was
looking for someone with like interest to ride with. On my way to the door Tom Reynolds the guy who
invited me to the Chapter Gathering was just walking in. He had a smile on his face a twinkle in his eye;
he grasped my hand and shook it then said come and let me introduce you to the guys. | told him | was
just Il eaving but | dondt t hiHaskemed @ncetelg glad to sgeeme
there.

June and | started our GWRRA life on a very fine line. | may not have joined the Chapter if Tom
had not walked in as | was walking out. We have found that we had to work at staying positive at times
over the years due to things that have happen in our personal lives. But the one thing we can always
count on is we have made many, many friends and have become our extended family with GWRRA,
They have helped us through the hard times over the years.
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Now you might ask what my personal story has to do with cliques. I, as a prospective member to
WA-B felt unwelcome and left out and was going to leave after only being there 10 minutes. Just by
accident Tom was walking in as | was walking out.

The first step to rectify an issue is to recognize there is a problem, ifnoty ou candét f i x
not a bad thing to have friends sitting together or riding together all the time. But if it is an exclusive
club, of the same members, it can build barriers that alienate other members in the chapter. Encourage
the members of the clique to interact with all member of the Chapter. Involve the Ring Leaders of clique
with others to feel included in the chapter. Mix up the seating arrangements to encourage interaction.
Inject new blood sometimes the injection of a new, strong personality into the group may break up the
existing hierarchy. Be careful this can also make it worse. Monitor the clique to insure things are
progressing as desired. Reward inclusion, by doing this you will discourage exclusion. Be positive
about the members working together. Last but not least, try sitting with the cliqgue. When someone
outside the clique sits with them, this will signal that others that are welcome to join group. If you want
to gain their confidence express an interest in their opinions and interests. Soon you will be welcomed
rather than viewed as an intrusion. At that point you will be able to invite others to join you.

Jim & June Dutton
WA District MEC
Participate and have FUN



MOTORIST AWARENESS

DISTRACTED DRIVERS

Oh, yeah ¢ we know who they are. We see them every time we are on
the hi-ways and by-ways. They are the ones who are guilty of:

Admiring the surrounding scenery

Drinking (not necessary alcoholic beverages)
Reading maps

Writing on paper note pads

Managing audio systems (radio, cd, etc)
Reading

Plucking eyebrows

Putting on makeup

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Shaving
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. Smoking (including trying to light or put out the tobacco object)
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. Eating (thank you take-out fast food places)
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. Passengers (included youngsters or adults interfering with the drivers attention)
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. Other accidents where more attention is given to what may have happened.
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. Adjusting location on GPS
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. Talking/texting on cell phones

=
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. Working with the i-pad or other similar hardware device

These are just several distractions that come to mind. Any one of these, among others, can temporarily take our
mind off the main purpose of safely driving our vehicle. It is a small wonder that the safety officials start having
Distracted Driver lookouts. It seems like the only one that is subject to a ticket is talking/texting on a cell phone.
All others may lead to a ticket after an accident occurs. By then, it is too late.

Now, we might re-examine the above list and then let me ask you to truthfully tell meC how many are you guilty
of? Will any of these come to mind the next time you are tempted and help you to pay that dime to pay
attention and be more aware of your driving habits?

Vic Parr




LeadershipMembership Training

Roy and Pearl McKenzie

= By The Book
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Jack Wagner Region H Trainer

The By the Book articles are intended to help familiarize Volunteer Leaders and GWRRA

members with the policies, procedures, and information contained in the GWRRA Officers

Handbook (OHB). A copy of the Officers Handbook can be found at www.gwrra.org - Click on

the Officer Connection tab at the bottom of the page; then select Officers Handbook in the
upper right hand corner. Please feel free to reprint these articles in Region, District, or Chapter

newsletters

THE IDEALS OF GWRRA

The most important ingredient for a successful Association is the Member. Where do we find them
and how do we make these people interested enough to want to become one of us? Before anyone
can be successful in selling GWRRA, they must first sit for a moment and determine the reason they
joined. Each of us had our own reasons. d t may have been the emphasis on keeping each other safe
when riding, the 'G-rated' family atmosphere of our events or that we know the best places for food
anddesserts. LY Y2aid Ol asSa GKS Y2i2NOeOf Sa oNRdAKG dza
of GWRRA that keep us together. Let's take a closer look at these ideals:
PROMOTE SAFETY - This will help us continue to enjoy our hobby. We can also enjoy the fact

that we are doing something to protect others by teaching them safe riding practices. We are
saving lives!

PROMOTE FRIENDSHIP - Among ALL of the motorcycling public. What better way to enjoy
our way of life than to make friends and share with them?
10




PROMOTE THE POSITIVE IMAGE OF THE MOTORCYCLE RIDER - We must always keep Gour

best foot forwarda
PROMOTE FUN - This is the glue that holds it all together!

PROVIDE A MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - GWRRA will provide a money-back guarantee to any Member
that is of the opinion the Association has failed to live up to their expectations.

It really does boil down to Friends for fun, safety and knowledged we back that up with a money
back guarantee!

There are good reasons for the way things are.
The more you know, the better it gets!
Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director

Region H Trainer

2oLy
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR DISTRICT

AMBASSBRORS WEST

Pete and Lynda Goetz

START SPREADING THE NEWS

Do you remember these first lines of that old Frank Sinatra song, New York, New York?

For some reason, this song recently popped into my head, which made me think how it could

make a good theme for GWRRA. As members we need to spread the news about our events
and let everyone know they are invited and how to become involved. Luckily, we can spread

the news through newsletters, email, Facebook and phone calls.

Based on the premise of Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge, GWRRA was started June 4,
1977, by seven people with a common interest in riding their motorcycles. Over 30 years later,
the Association continues to grow and flourish. Today there are over 72,000 Members spread
across the United States and 53 other countries! There are over 800 Chapters where Members
gather to have fun and live the motto of "Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge."

It wasnodét that | ong along that we only had the
days of printing about 60 newsletters and mailing them out to all the members. Just the printing
and mailing costs set back our chapter about $50 a month!

Still recalling the good times we had at the District Convention this year. We got to meet some

people we had only communicated with by email i nice to hook up the faces with the names!

|l t6s amazing how everyone wotank sedthdtmeplsweleer t o pl
served.

Soéé. . keep spreading the newséééjoin in and hav

A
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WEBMASTER

Ride Safe,
YSSL) GKS aKAye AaARS dzLJX
Thanks

Ted Moore
District Webmaster
webmaster@gwrra-wa.org

13


mailto:webmaster@gwrra-wa.org

WASHINGTON CHAPTER GATHERINGS

Chapter | Mascot Week | Day Time Location Contact Phone E-mail

A Apes 4 SAT 8am Seattle Bill Olson 206-617-7793 olsonbw@mac.com

B Bees 1 SAT 8am Bremerton Becky & Bob Minor 360-633-6027 wab cd gwrra@outlook.com

D Duck 2 SUN 8am Aberdeen Steve & Mary Carey smcarey1984@comcast.net

E Eagle 3 SAT 8am Bellevue John & Barb Smith 206-391-6343 allabout 98019@outlook.com

H Hound Dog 2 TUE 6pm Lynden Gilbert & Victoria Gunderson 360-592-2142 barjoel@tfm312.com

| Cow 3 SUN 8am Olympia Ted Wilson waicd@gwrrawgai.org

L Looney 2 SAT 9am Kennewick Mike & Janet Turner 509-845-1069 Mike99336@hotmail.com
Tunes

M Mountain 1 SAT 8am Toppenish Darrel & Elaine Gorman gold.92.har@gmail.com
Lion

N Wing Nuts 3 SUN 8am Spokane Lori Ann & Lewis Robertson 360-801-3280 mmloriann@gmail.com

[0} Orca 4 SAT 8am Port Orchard Ken & Tammi Smith 360-440-6357 ksmith6737 @msn.com

P Panda 3 SAT 1pm Longview Jerry & Judy Thompson 360-261-0629 jernjud@gmail.com

Q Koala 2 SAT 8am Puyallup Norm Wiest 253-474-2335 d.wiest@hotmail.com

R Road 1 SAT 9am Walla Walla Jim & Laura Young 509-337-6562 tiyoung@centurylink.net
Runner

Vv Frog 1 THUR 6pm Auburn Joe & Patty Diambri 253-630-8463 J_diambri@yahoo.com

X Phoenix 1 SAT 10:30am | Vancouver Mike & Vicki Miller 360-666-2569 miller99val@msn.com

Y Wylie 2 FRI 6:30pm Enumclaw Roy & Pearl McKenzie 253-862-0220 rowngdom@hotmail.com
Coyote

Z Chickens 2 SAT 6pm Centralia Jessie & Eva Valentine 360-888-0546 hvalk.58 @gmail.com

14



mailto:olsonbw@mac.com
mailto:wab_cd_gwrra@yahoo.com
mailto:smcarey1984@comcast.net
mailto:allabout_98019@outlook.com
mailto:barjoel@tfm312.com
mailto:waicd@gwrrawqai.org
mailto:Mike99336@hotmail.com
mailto:gold.92.har@gmail.com
mailto:mmloriann@gmail.com
mailto:ksmith6737@msn.com
mailto:jernjud@gmail.com
mailto:d.wiest@hotmail.com
mailto:tjyoung@centurylink.net
mailto:J_diambri@yahoo.com
mailto:miller99val@msn.com
mailto:rpwngdom@hotmail.com
mailto:hvalk.58@gmail.com

Washington District Staff

Position

Volunteers Serving

Contact Information

District Directors

Garry and Maxine Alexander

(253) 3135302
dd@qgwrrawa.org

Assistant District Directorg East
and West

Bob and Becky Minor

(360 633-6027
addl@gwrrawa.org

Assistant District DirectorgEast
and West

Jesse and Eva Valentine

add2@qgwrrawa.org

District Treasurer

Mike and Bijou White

treasurer@gwrrawa.org

District Rider Educators

Dennis and Terry Black

educator@gwrrawa.org

AssistantDistrict Rider Educators

OPEN

District Motorist Awareness Vic Parr 253-224-6420
dma@qgwrrawa.org

District Leadership Trainers Roy and Pearl McKenzie 253-862-0220
ltd@gwrra-wa.org

District Membership Jim and June Dutto 360-551-2236

Coordinators

membership@qgwrrawa.org

District WEB Master Ted Moore 360-308-0727
webmaster@gwrrawa.org
District Newsletter Editor Vic Parr 2532246420
newsletter@gwrrawa.org
Vendor Coordinators Jim Duttan 360-551-2236

vendor@qgwrrawa.org

District Secretary

June Dutton

secretary@agwrrawa.org

FUN Coordinator

Bijou White

FunCoord@agwrrava.org

District Ambassador West

Pete and Lynda Goetz

360-225-3482
ambassador@agwrrava.org

District Ambassador East

OPEN
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2016
Sept
01-03 GWRRA - Wing Ding Info
04 Ride for Kids

16 - 18 Chapter WA-P Oyster Feed
23-25 Chapter WA-Z Chicken Run-Campout

Oct
WA Dist Member Training
22 Chapter WA-Q Halloween Dance
Nov
Dec
10 Chapter WA-D Festival of Lights
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